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Grand Knight’s Report 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
On Monday Dec 21 we held 
our knights nite. We presented 
our chaplain, FR Steve, with 
special Christmas gift of a KofC 
vestment. There was a 
memorial mass for Brother 
Tom Murphy who passed away 
Dec. 21. Thanks you to all 
those who attended and 
showed the Murphy Family 
how we felt about Tom. He will 
be sorely missed by us all. A 
reception followed at SWCC. In 
Feb we will host a bowling 
outing on Saturday Feb 13 as a 
fund raiser. Gary Godard is 
heading this up. We will need 
help outside of the church on 
the weekend of Jan. 30th and 
31st to sign people up. Please 
contact Gary if you want to 
help. Also we are looking for 
sponsors for the outing. The 
tootsie roll drive will be held 
soon. I have spoken to Ken 
Kiesel and he is willing to chair 
the drive but he is going to 

need help with contacting 
people to man the tables and 
setting up and closing at the 
different locations. If you feel 
that you can help please 
contact me or Ken. The state 
PR director has asked each 
council to have a PR person 
that he can contact directly. 
Anyone who would be willing to 
do this job let me know after 
the meeting. Emails- I have 
asked before I guess I have to 
ask again. Please if you have 
an e-mail that you want to send 
to all our brothers send it to 
Pedro first and he will send it 
out to all the members. Some 
times I get the same info from 
two or three different people, 
so when I see certain names 
with the same message I just 
delete the message and after 
talking to everyone a lot of 
people do the same thing. So 
please let Pedro send out the 
required mail. If you have 
someone in your family who is 
very sick or has passed away, 
please contact Pedro or Joel 
so that they can make the 
proper notifications. We have a 
new budget for 2010, we have 
made some changes and I 
have notified the effected 
parties of any changes. 

    Chaplain’s Report 
 

 
As I “pen” these lines, it is a few days 
before Christmas.  As we anticipate 
the Savior’s rebirth in our hearts, we 
are reminded that the Infant Jesus, 
like all of us, gradually grew in 
wisdom and grace before God and 
man.   He did not remain an infant all 
his life.  There was a growth process, 
and we too must grow in our Faith 
through knowledge and service. The 
month of January contains several 
wonderful feasts, including the 
Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God, 
the Epiphany (the showing forth of 
the Savior to the world), and the 
Baptism of the Lord.   Just as the 
wise men brought the very best gifts 
they had to the baby Jesus, 
recognizing his three-fold role as 
priest, prophet, and king; so we have 
received princely gifts at our Baptism 
– the seven fold gifts of the Holy 
Spirit. What gift or gifts did you give to 
Jesus this year? As the late radio 
commentator Paul Harvey often 
observed, "Really, it's His birthday – 
not ours."  We have just finished our 
annual exchange of gifts. All presents 
are given to be used and to be 
shared, and this is true no less for 
spiritual gifts – wisdom, knowledge, 
understanding, counsel, 
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piety/prayerfulness, fortitude, and fear 
of the Lord.   The greatest gift we 
have to share with one another is 
Jesus, as He is recognizable to 
others in us.  The Eucharist was 
given to us as nourishment for our life 
and ministry.   Vatican II recognized 
the Lord’s universal call to service, 
received at Baptism.  Our life and 
ministries are lived in “stewardship,” 
defined as the worthy use of our time, 
talents, and treasure, in service to 
God and one another.  It is in 
developing our talents, and serving 
with our gifts, that we grow in 
holiness.  In this new year of grace 
from the Lord, I ask each Knight and 
Lady to prayerfully consider the 
Lord’s call to holiness, lived in 
stewardship, and the particular 
response you can make as 
individuals, as married couples, or as 
a family.  The Knights of Columbus 
are a service arm of the Church.  
None of us can achieve holiness 
alone, without God’s grace, and 
meaningful relationships.  In fact, I 
believe our stewardship – which goes 
way beyond the financial aspects – 
will be the measure of love that the 
Lord will use in our particular 
judgments.  He may well ask:  “How 
have you loved?  Tell me the ways.”  
We at Annunciation have embarked 
upon a new year of grace. It is a 
wonderful opportunity for new 
beginnings on a personal and Council 
level.  If I have not made the time 
(and it usually has to be a priority, 
often sacrificial) to serve my parish, 
my Council or my Assembly in some 
capacity, I need to act on that this 
year.  Every day is a gift from God, 
and we know not the length of our 
days - “Memento Mori.”   With our 
ever growing church family, we need 
many liturgical ministers – lectors, 
hospitality ministers, Eucharistic 
ministers, for example; as well as 
outreach ministers – bereavement, 
ministers to the Sick, St. Vincent de 
Paul volunteers, religious education 
teachers, and volunteers for the Fall 
Festival.   If you are retired, and can 
spare an hour a week, we need 
ministers to the sick for homebounds, 
in particular.  What a wonderful way 
to brighten someone’s day, and your 
own as well!   Whatever avenue of 
service you choose, it will make a 

difference.  No gift, from the heart, is 
ever too small.  As Knights and 
Ladies, we are a called and gifted 
people, and the Lord makes all things 
new.  In this New Year 2010, let us 
resolve to take a different path in life, 
responding generously to God’s call.  
And, I cannot emphasize enough the 
importance of praying for priestly and 
religious vocations, encouraging them 
in your own families.  Don’t forget to 
send me your prayer requests: 
sbaumann@annunciationorlando.org.  
We will include them in our monthly 
newsletters.   
   
Field Agent’s Report 
 

 
 

Having been burned by two 
stock market crashes this 
decade, the question on 
insurers’ minds is if investors 
are ready to give whole life 
insurance more consideration 
as an asset class in their 
portfolios. Richard M. Weber, 
president of ethical edge 
insurance solutions, said that 
based on his recent research, 
the answer is a qualified yes. 
Whole life insurance is for 
people with resources and a 
need for lifetime coverage. He 
said at a recent media forum 
sponsored by the Guardian Life 
Insurance Company of 
America. He suggested that 
including whole life in the fixed 
income part of a portfolio not 
only increases the overall 
return, but also dampens 
volatility. However, the strategy 
must be long-term, he added. 

The guarantees of whole life 
make this possible, according 
to Deanna Mulligan, Guardians 
executive vice president. As 
long as scheduled premiums 
are paid and there are no loans 
or withdrawals, the issuing 
company guarantees that the 
policy cash value will grow and 
never drop. Cash values are 
based on the guaranteed 
mortality rate, the guaranteed 
interest rate and the 
guaranteed expense factor, 
she said. Policy holders can 
access the cash value on 3 tax 
favored basis, but doing so 
would impair the use of whole 
life as part of the investment 
portfolio, as Weber suggested. 
Weber said a whole life policy 
helps a portfolio not only due to 
the guarantees, but because it 
is not correlated to investment 
markets and thus adds 
diversification. For example, an 
investor may include high 
grade bonds and reinvest 
dividends. But in his study, 
Weber found that using the 
dividends to pay the premiums 
on a whole life policy is likely to 
increase the total return of the 
fixed income part of the 
portfolio with less risk. 
Addressing the long-debated 
issue of weather whole life 
insurance is better then buying 
term  and investing the 
difference, Weber said that up 
to about 25 years, term 
insurance is cheaper than 
whole life, but that it becomes 
very expensive as insured 
enter their golden years. He 
estimates that people would 
have to earn close to 10% 
annually on their invest-the-
difference assets to have 
enough money to continue 
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buying term insurance in their 
older years. Robert Baranoff, 
senior vice president of 
Member Benefits at LIMRA, 
said that term insurance and 
whole life fared best among life 
products during the first half of 
this year. 
-Ron Panko  
Call Knights of Columbus 
Field Agent, Bob Nettles, 
PGK and PFN at (407)247-
6719 to obtain more 
information on Knights of 
Columbus Long Term Care 
Protection.   
 
   Pro-life Views 

 
 
According to Supreme Grand Knight 
Carl A. Anderson we are living in 
troubled times.  So called Catholic 
politicians argue that they may be 
“personally opposed” to unjust 
policies, such as abortion, but will not 
force their “personal opinions” on the 
public but these same politicians 
have no problem forcing new unjust 
laws upon practicing Catholics: i.e. 
laws that will require the government 
to fund abortions; laws that will 
require doctors, nurses and other 
health care officials to do something 
that is against their consciences. I am 
not asking for the removal of Roe vs. 
Wade.  I am only asking that the 
government not require you or I to do 

something against our consciences.  
Where is the voice of the people?  
Why isn’t it being heard? Other 
problems are also evident.  The 
administration has spent untold hours 
meeting with members of Planned 
Parenthood in designing parts of the 
new Health Care bill: H B #3400 to 
include programs in which the federal 
government would fund clinics in or 
near the nation’s schools. The 
administration of these clinics will not 
rest with the school nurse or anyone 
who answers to the school 
administration or parents. Under 
Section 399Z, ‘the SBHC sponsoring 
facility assumes all responsibility for 
the SBHC administration, operations, 
and oversight.’  Decoded that means 
organizations, such as Planned 
Parenthood, will run these clinics 
where topics such as how to have 
sex, how to have safe sex, how to 
have oral sex, how to have sex with 
the same sex, when to have an 
abortion, etc. would be taught, all with 
our money.  Why no outcry from 
parents and grandparents? In 
Houston, TX Planned Parenthood is 
renovating a former bank building, 
turning it into a six story, 78,000 
square foot facility that will include a 
surgical wing equipped to provide 
late-term abortions.  Our government 
gives over $300 million of tax payer 
funds to Planned Parenthood each 
year.  This is how they spend our 
money.  Where is the outrage?  Call 
your friends in Texas and ask them to 
participate in public prayer sessions 
and non-violent protests that are 
taking place there. The new Health 
Care bill will take away the doctor-
patient privilege of privacy which 
allows the patient and doctor to 
choose the right medical procedure.  
A government employee will tell the 
doctor what the permitted 

procedure(s) can be.  We will not be 
able to pay the doctor with our own 
money to do a different procedure 
even if the doctor tells us it will help 
us get better.  The doctor will only be 
able to choose from a list of 
procedures the government has 
mandated.  This will be done in order 
to keep costs down (sound like 
euthanasia??).  All of this is being 
done without our approval and 
knowledge.  Public television asks the 
Congress to let it televise the debate 
on how to provide a quality health 
care bill and the head of congress flat 
out denies the request.  What 
happened to our right to tell congress 
and the administration what we want 
in our laws?  Aren’t they elected by 
us?  Don’t they work for us?  This 
year your social security 
reimbursement will not include a cost 
of living increase.  In addition our Part 
2 payment for Medicare will increase 
in 2010 so our total take from SS will 
go down.  However, the congress will 
receive its cost of living pay increase. 
I also believe that congress receives 
medical care under an agreement 
different than what the public has and 
any increases there will be paid by 
the public.  Where is the fairness?  
The Knights of today may not be here 
for many more years so these 
changes will not impact us to a great 
deal but our children and grand 
children deserve a better world in 
which to live.  Speak out, before it is 
tooooo late.  Also don’t forget the 
March for Life in St. Augustine on 
Saturday, January 16 which is 
sponsored by the Knights.  It is a 
great day to celebrate life with like 
minded people, many of whom are 
also Knights of Columbus. 

 
       
 

�
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Jan Day Time Event Place Comments 

01/04/10 MON 7:00 PM Council 12761 Business Meeting  Fireplace R oom   
01/11/10 MON 7:30 PM St. Patrick Assembly 2883 Business Mtg Fire place Room   
01/16/10 SAT TBD Basketball Free Throw Contest ACA Time not set 
01/18/10 MON 7:00 PM Council 12761 Knights Night Fireplace Room 1st Degree 
01/28/10 THU 7:00 PM Council 12761 Officers & Director's Mee ting Family Life Center Room A 
01/31/10 SUN 10:30 AM Community Breakfast Sweetwater CC   
            

Feb Day Time Event Place Comments 
02/01/10 MON 7:00 PM Council 12761 Business Meeting  Fireplace R oom   
02/08/10 MON 7:30 PM St. Patrick Assembly 2883 Business Mtg Cult ural Center   
02/13/10 SAT Noon Bowl For Charity Altamonte Lanes   
02/15/10 WED N/A Bi-Annual Council Audit to Supreme Email   
02/15/10 MON 7:00 PM Council 12761 Knights Night Cultural Center    
02/17/10 WED N/A ASH Wednesday     
02/25/10 THU 7:00 PM Council 12761 Officers & Director's Mee ting Family Life Center Room A 
02/26/10 FRI 5:00 PM Lenten Dinners Family Life Center Skyli ght Room  
02/27/10 SAT Noon 3rd Degree Exemplification Council 2112   

 
January and February Birthday’s 
Shipps Pete 01 02 Crowley Paul J. 02 01 
Davies Gary 01 05 Jenau Hans 02 02 
O'Connor Roger 01 08 Kilbride George 02 03 
Pierce John 01 12 Bravo Carmine M. 02 04 
Rodriguez Rodney 01 14 Woods John 02 08 
Norman Pablo 01 15 Jakaitis John A 02 13 
Mitchell William 01 18 Fusaro Richard 02 14 
Chmelir Andrew 01 19 Wasman Tom 02 16 

Duffy Mike 01 20 Skinner 
Deacon 
Walter 02 19 

Salazar Larry 01 20 Vrabel George 02 22 
Godard Gary 01 21 Hyde Mark 02 23 
O'Connor Richard 01 21 Green Mathew 02 24 
Papa John 01 23 Prietsch John (Jack) 02 24 
Sarkissian Jack 01 25 Gohring Father Bill 02 25 
Boehly Ronald 01 26 Judge Walt 02 25 
Cash John (Jack) 01 26 Wolf Robert 02 26 
Brupbacher Fred 01 27 Woods Brian 02 27 
Jiles Shawn P 01 28 Guyet Paul 02 28 
Nolan William 01 30 
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REFLECTIONS ON A GRAND KNIGHT 
 

by  
John Banaghan 

 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When I went for my first degree in Apopka, Tom Murphy was the Grand Knight of Annunciation 
Council. Tom was present that night and, shortly thereafter, as I went through the second and third 
degrees, Tom was there as well. As I became active in the Knights, Tom Murphy was always there 
working along side of his fellow Knights. This was especially true for the Fish Fries and the parish Fall 
Festvals. Tom managed the German booth from start to finish. I would work in the German booth 
because Tom was there and would make things go smoothly. One year, it was he and I on a sunny 
afternoon. He served the knockwursts and the sausages while I grilled pound after pound of the 
meats. It was especially busy that day and I had to work fast just to keep up. Tom made sure that the 
meats were fully cooked while not burned. Jokingly, I complained to him that he nearly worked me to 
death. In those days when the Pinta Log was printed and mailed, I would submit articles to Bob 
Morrison, God rest his soul, for inclusion in the Log. Bob would insert my articles if there was room. I 
wrote one story about attending an open meeting of Alcoholics Anonymous while on a trip to my 
native Brooklyn. The purpose of my attending this Wednesday night meeting was to meet a high 
school friend with whom I had lost contact. Unfortunately, my friend never came, but the meeting was 
very informative. I wrote about the meeting in the Pinta Log. I tried to make clear that I was at the 
meeting to reconnect with a friend and not for any other reason. Well, Tom saw me drinking a beer at 
the festival and was troubled about it. He thought that I was prone to alcoholism and was threading 
on dangerous ground. He spoke to me of his concerns. I reassured him that the beer would do no 
harm. I was quite impressed by Tom’s concern for me. This is the way he was. When they were 
getting ready to tear the old church down, our council moved over to St. Mary Magdelin Parish where 
we thrived for some years. Finally, we were invited back to Annunciation Parish to form a new 
council. Leading the charge was Tom Murphy. While most of the Annunciation Knights returned to 
Annunciation, I remained at St. Mary Magdalen for a few more years although I attended Mass at 
Annunciation. Every time I ran into Tom, be it at church or in Albertson’s, he would ask me, “When 
are you coming back?” Finally, I did come back much to the credit of Tom and his exhortations to 
come back where I belonged. Thanks, Tom. Tom always reminded me of the Knights of Columbus 
and the Knights of Columbus always reminded me of Tom. He most certainly had an impact on many 
of our lives. I know quite well that Tom will be missed. I know, too, that he won’t be forgotten. 
Note: 
While this article was written by one Knight, we all have stories of our personal interactions with Tom 
and how he impacted our lives. We will all miss him. 
Thanks, Tom! 
 
 



6 
 

Pictures from the Veteran’s Hospital Christmas Part y and Tom Murphy Funeral 
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Newsletter personal sponsors  
 

Bud & Mary Ann Korinek John & Susie Lampe 
Dan & Emily McPherson John Banaghan 
Ed & Helen Justrabo Ken & Christine Kiesel 
Ed & Maxine Egan Mark & Kathy Hyde 
Gene & Dorothy Kowch Pablo & Sybil Norman 
George & Sara McLaughlin Pedro Colon 
Tom Kimbrough Robert Nettles 
Roger O'Connor Ron Abner 
Joel, Genell & Dylan Kling ��
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If you change your telephone number, 
mailing address or email address, please 
notify the Financial Secretary by mail at 
the return address shown in the  
newsletter or via email at 
joelkling@yahoo.com 

If you have any input for the 
newsletter, please send to the 
editor, Collin Crowe, by the 1 st 
Friday of the month: 
Email: crowe223@yahoo.com 

                                                                                                                                      
Knights of Columbus 
Annunciation Council 12761 
P.O. Box 163217 
Altamonte Springs, FL. 32716-3217 
 
 
 

                                                                     
 
 
 
 
 


