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Grand Knight’s Report 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
On January 16 the cub scouts 
held their soap box derby, and 
they have named car they use 
to check the track and 
equipment "KOFC #1". We had 
out community breakfast on 
Jan. 31 at SWCC, Brothers 
Tim Donihi and Jack Prietsch 
gave a presentation about the 
Fr. Beiting Appalachian 
mission center. Both Tim and 
Jack are very involved in this 
mission. ON the weekend of 
Feb. 6th & 7th we will be giving 
out the bags for food to be 
collected on the following 
weekend Feb. 13th & 14th for 
the sharing center. Please help 
in giving out the bags after all 
Masses, on the 6th and 7th, it 
only takes about 10 minutes to 
do this. Also we will need help 
both colleting the food on the 
13th and 14th and unloading it 
at the sharing center on the 
17th. If we have enough help it 
only takes about 30 minutes. 

On Saturday January 16 we 
held our basketball free throw 
competition in the academy 
gym. We had 5 contestants 3 
boys and 2 girls. The winners 
went on to the district 
competition which was held on 
January 30. We will host a 
bowling outing on Saturday 
Feb. 13 as a fund raiser. Gary 
Godard is heading this up. We 
will need help outside of the 
church on the weekend of Feb. 
6 & 7th to sign people up. 
Please contact Gary if you 
want to help. Also we are 
looking for sponsors for the 
outing. The tootsie roll drive will 
be held soon, I have spoken to 
Ken Kiesel and he is willing to 
chair the drive but he is going 
to need help with contacting 
people to man the tables and 
setting up and closing the 
different locations. If you feel 
that you can help please 
contact me or Ken. We are 
getting ready for the St. 
Patrick's day dinner/dance 
which will be help on Saturday 
March 13th, in the family life 
center. We will need help 
setting up on both Friday and 
Saturday. The more help that 
we have the easier it is to get 
things ready. We also need 

people outside of Church after 
all Masses, selling tickets, on 
the weekends of Fed. 20&21, 
Feb 27 & 28 and March 6 & 7. 
There are signup sheets on the 
tables in the back. If you have 
someone in your family who is 
very sick or has passed away, 
please contact Pedro or Joel 
so that they can make the 
proper notifications. Ash 
Wednesday is Feb. 17. Our 
first Lenten dinner is Friday 
Feb. 19 and every Friday after 
that for 5 weeks. Come out and 
help and meet out other 
Parishioners and enjoy 
yourselves. 
    Chaplain’s Report 

 

 
The winter months following 
Christmas are a good time to reflect 
upon the most important persons and 
things in our lives.  Many of you 
remember northern winters, and the 
“depths of February,” when the 
memories of Christmas were fading, 
and spring seemed a long time away.  
In the secular calendar, we are 
presented with three significant 
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events:  St. Valentine’s Day, 
Abraham Lincoln’s Birthday, and 
George Washington’s Birthday (the 
latter two are now grouped as 
“Presidents’ Day”).  The celebration 
of love and patriotism is always 
appropriate, but it is also good to 
remember the people, living and 
deceased, who have had an impact 
on our lives. Whether it is a small act 
of kindness for a spouse, mother, or 
significant other on Valentine’s Day, 
or the remembrance of two great 
presidents, the act of giving thanks is 
good for us.  However, we realize as 
Catholics that the Holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass is the supreme act of 
“thanksgiving” for the Lord’s self gift 
to us.  To that end, I would encourage 
our Knights and Ladies to come to 
mass as often as possible, apart from 
the weekends, for the graces that are 
offered by the Lord. As we remember 
and give thanks this month, the 
Church offers us spiritual 
opportunities for growth and 
enrichment.  Early in the month, on 
the second day of February, we 
celebrate the beautiful and quiet 
Feast of the Presentation of the Lord 
in the temple.  As prescribed by the 
Law, Mary and Joseph presented 
their first-born Son to the priest, 
Simeon, along with the customary 
offerings for a poor couple, a pair of 
turtledoves.  Together with their Son, 
they presented themselves to God, 
asking for divine blessings. 
Simeon, overwhelmed by this 
encounter with his Savior, died 
shortly afterward, giving thanks to 
God; but not before counseling Mary 
and Joseph about their Son’s salvific 
mission.  The holy couple, for their 
part, left this encounter puzzled as to 
what the priest’s words might mean: 
“…He is destined for the rise and fall 
of many in Israel…. and (for Mary, his 
mother)…a sword will pierce your 
heart….” We know that, in fact, a 
sword figuratively did pierce Mary’s 
heart, as she later stood at the foot of 
the cross. I am sure that many of you 
are aware of our Holy Father's first 
encyclical, entitled "Deus Caritas Est" 
or "God is Love."  Every knight and 
lady should read it carefully. It 
focuses on the love of God that all of 
us are called both to accept and to 
imitate. Pope Benedict's key 

message is this: Unless we come to 
know God as the One who loves us, 
we fail to gasp what is at the heart of 
the Christian faith. The Holy Father 
notes that in a world afflicted by 
violence committed in the name of 
God, and in a culture that sees the 
Gospel as something that snuffs the 
excitement out of life, it is necessary 
to return to the foundational truths: 
The human person has a natural and 
insuppressible desire to love and to 
be loved. The type of love that God 
applies to us is both "eros" or 
"possessive" and "agape" or "self-
sacrificing." In Jesus' laying down of 
His life for us on the cross, we see 
both dimensions of love as models for 
our lives. The Lord wishes to possess 
us but is also willing to give all for us. 
Christian Marriage follows that 
pattern, as do all the Church's 
sacraments, loving others because 
we are loved intensely by Jesus. It is 
this love which animates the Church's 
social teaching and advocacy of the 
poor. In that sense, charity and 
justice proceed together, as we 
proclaim the love of God to our world. 
As a practical example, the Holy 
Father cites the work of the late 
Blessed Teresa of Calcutta, because 
she insisted that all of her charitable 
work was an overflow of her love for 
Jesus. On February 17th, the Church 
commemorates Ash Wednesday, as 
we begin our forty days of spiritual 
preparation for Holy Week and 
Easter. The Church recommends 
three traditional practices of prayer, 
fasting, and almsgiving, to help us 
focus on the Paschal Mystery – the 
suffering, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus. Our lives should be patterned 
after that mystery, as we die to 
selfishness and rise to renewed lives 
of service to others. May a spirit of 
thankfulness fill our hearts this winter, 
as we celebrate God's blessings! In 
the charity of your prayers, please 
remember the sick of our order and 
parish, the intentions of the Holy 
Father, our service men and women, 
their families, and vocations.  At this 
dangerous time in our nation’s 
history, we must also pray fervently 
for peace, making sacrifices and 
practical penances.  
   

Field Agent’s Report 
 

 
 

I was unable to attend the 
Council's business meeting 
last night because I was 
attending the 84th birthday 
party of Barbara Foster wife 
of Brother Knight George 
Foster.  Had I been at the 
meeting I was going to report 
on the many milestones that 
the Knights of Columbus 
Insurance program achieved 
this past year. It was 
momentous year.  The Order 
issued more life insurance than 
ever before in our history: 
$7.57 billion. Our total 
insurance in force reached a 
new high of $74 billion. To put 
this remarkable number in 
perspective, consider that at 
the end of 1999, just 10 years 
ago, we stood at $38 billion. 
During 2009, we celebrated an 
extraordinary nine months that 
were in the “best ever” 
category. Records were set in 
February, April, May, June, 
July, August, September, 
October and November. Our 
annuity business saw record 
growth from 2008 to 2009. The 
number of annuity plans issued 
in 2009 more than doubled 
from those issued in 2008, with 
over 19,000 new annuities 
issued to our members and 
their families. Our AAA 
(Extremely Strong) rating from 
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Standard and Poor’s was 
reaffirmed for the 17th 
consecutive year and our A++ 
(Superior) rating from A.M. 
Best was reaffirmed for the 34th 
consecutive year. Additionally, 
we were again certified by the 
Insurance Marketplace 
Standards Association (IMSA) 
for our ethical business and 
marketing practices. At the 
close of 2009, we were among 
only three U.S. insurers with all 
three of these distinctions. In 
Canada, we were the only 
insurer with these three.   2009 
marked the ninth consecutive 
year our issued life insurance 
increased over the previous 
year. Our number of associate 
members becoming insured 
members also grew, showing 
more of our brothers availed 
themselves and their families 
to our products. When the 
2009 totals are included, we 
can claim that during the past 
five years, more than 103,000 
members of the Knights of 
Columbus joined the ranks of 
our insured members by 
whether purchasing life 
insurance, long-term care or a 
retirement product. What does 
all of this mean to you? First, it 

means that you can take great 
pride in the success your 
organization is having in 
fulfilling the vision of Father 
Michael J. McGivney by caring 
for the financial security of our 
members and their families. 
Second, in case you haven't 
already, this would be a great 
time to get on the bandwagon 
and have a discussion with me, 
your agent.   

 
   Pro-life Views 
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Feb Day Time Event Place Comments 

02/01/10 MON 
7:00 
PM Council 12761 Business Meeting  Fireplace Room   

02/08/10 MON 
7:30 
PM 

St. Patrick Assembly 2883 Business Mtg Cultural Cen ter   

02/13/10 SAT Noon Bowl For Charity Altamonte Lanes   
02/15/10 WED N/A Bi-Annual Council Audit to Supreme Email   

02/15/10 MON 
7:00 
PM Council 12761 Knights Night Cultural Center   

02/17/10 WED N/A ASH Wednesday     

02/25/10 THU 
7:00 
PM 

Council 12761 Officers & Director's 
Meeting Family Life Center Room A 

02/26/10 FRI 
5:00 
PM 

Lenten Dinners Family Life Center 
Skylight 
Room 

02/27/10 SAT Noon 3rd Degree Exemplification Council 2112   
            

Mar Day Time Event Place Comments 
TBD SAT Various  Tootsie Roll Drive Outside Date not set 

03/01/10 MON 
7:00 
PM Council 12761 Business Meeting  Fireplace Room   

03/05/10 FRI 
5:00 
PM 

Lenten Dinners Family Life Center 
Skylight 
Room 

03/08/10 MON 
7:30 
PM 

St. Patrick Assembly 2883 Business Mtg Fireplace Ro om   

03/12/10 FRI 
5:00 
PM 

Lenten Dinners Family Life Center 
Skylight 
Room 

03/13/10 SAT 
6:00 
PM 

St. Patrick's Dinner/Dance Family Life Center 
Skylight 
Room 

03/15/10 MON 
7:00 
PM 

Council 12761 Knights Night Fireplace Room   

03/19/10 FRI 
5:00 
PM 

Lenten Dinners Family Life Center 
Skylight 
Room 

03/25/10 THU 
7:00 
PM 

Council 12761 Officers & Director's 
Meeting 

Family Life Center Room A 

03/26/10 FRI 
5:00 
PM 

Lenten Dinners Family Life Center 
Skylight 
Room 

03/27/10 SAT 
7:00 
PM 

Channel 2 Danny Rosario Memorial 
Basketball Fund Raiser 

ACA   

03/28/10 SUN 
10:30 
AM Palm Sunday     

03/29/10 MON N/A Founder's Day - Holy Week Begins      
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February and March Birthday’s 
Crowley Paul J. 02 01 Cannizzaro Marc 03 01 
Jenau Hans 02 02 Kondor Chris 03 02 
Kilbride George 02 03 Madden Arthur 03 02 
Bravo Carmine M. 02 04 Smyth Joe 03 02 
Woods John 02 08 Odoh Elias 03 03 
Jakaitis John A 02 13 Vergara Marco 03 07 
Fusaro Richard 02 14 Pryor Joe 03 11 

Wasman Tom 02 16 Bravo 
LT 
Anthony 03 12 

Skinner Deacon Walter 02 19 Christian William 03 13 
Vrabel George 02 22 Coakley Chuck 03 13 
Hyde Mark 02 23 Cutlip Mark 03 13 
Green Mathew 02 24 Farah Jeff 03 14 
Prietsch John (Jack) 02 24 Ferris Joe 03 21 
Gohring Father Bill 02 25 Roberto Paul 03 25 
Judge Walt 02 25 Arbelius Ross 03 26 
Wolf Robert 02 26 Gibney John 03 26 
Woods Brian 02 27 Larbig Gert 03 26 
Guyet Paul 02 28 Varitek Joe 03 26 
    Zucks John T 03 28 
    Sterner Steve 03 29 
    Till Larry 03 29 
    Behal Tim 03 30 
    Lane, Jr. Ron 03 31 
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Newsletter personal sponsors  
 
Bud & Mary Ann 
Korinek John & Susie Lampe 
Dan & Emily McPherson John Banaghan 
Ed & Helen Justrabo Ken & Christine Kiesel 
Ed & Maxine Egan Mark & Kathy Hyde 
Gene & Dorothy Kowch Pablo & Sybil Norman 
George & Sara 
McLaughlin Pedro Colon 
Tom Kimbrough Robert Nettles 
Roger O'Connor Ron Abner 
Joel, Genell & Dylan 
Kling ��

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



8 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you change your telephone number, 
mailing address or email address, please 
notify the Financial Secretary by mail at 
the return address shown in the  
newsletter or via email at 
joelkling@yahoo.com 

If you have any input for the 
newsletter, please send to the 
editor, Collin Crowe, by the 1 st 
Friday of the month: 
Email: crowe223@yahoo.com 

                                                                                                                                      
Knights of Columbus 
Annunciation Council 12761 
P.O. Box 163217 
Altamonte Springs, FL. 32716-3217 
 
 
 

                                                                     
 
 
 
 
 


